TechSafe

Funded by

Keeping Children in
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Managing Online Safety with
Children with English as an
Additional Language (EAL)
Caring for children and young people with English as an additional language can be
wonderfully rewarding. However, there are challenges when it comes to managing
their online safety, particularly when carers don’t understand what children are saying,
who they are talking to or what they are searching. When they belong to a social
media group in a language different to their carer’s they can’t monitor what is being
discussed.
This makes children more vulnerable to
radicalisation. Additionally, misinterpretation
can lead to conflict with other children, and
they can be bullied due to lack of English skills.
There are also cultural differences – some
things are acceptable in some cultures and not
in others.

• Use Google Translate

Many children with EAL have difficulty
expressing their welfare concerns.

• Do YP disappear when calls come in?
Follow this up if they do

Here are our Good Ideas

• Encourage YP to communicate in English
and improve their language skills

• Food is a common language – discuss issues
over meals

• Use visual images to explain risks
• Always include online safety in discussions
when liaising with the network around the
child to know what is going on with them
as fully as possible

• The fostering team should give specific EAL
online safety support to carers
• Have an interpreter present at online safety
training and to express concerns
• Use body language and visuals to
communicate approval/disapproval
• Learn some basic online safety words in
their language
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Keeping Children in Our Care Safe Online
Managing Online Safety with Children with
English as an Additional Language (EAL)
Some Useful Resources

These apps are all
free to download
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/
online-safety-teenagers
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uknow/video-uk/online-safety-tips
https://www.parenta.com/2015/01/06/6tips-to-support-children-with-english-as-anadditional-language-in-your-setting/
https://en.islcollective.com/video-lessons/
online-safety
Radicalisation
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/
radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/
report-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protectingchildren-from-radicalisation/
https://educateagainsthate.com

